
Library PD Minutes 

April 21, 2016 

SUMMER PD: 

 It is only being held for 4 weeks (July 5 – August 14) (Elementary, Middle, High actual 

date schedules will vary slightly) 

 30 hour maximum allowed per person 

PD OPTIONS (for librarians): 

2 Online Courses: 

 30 hour online course for creating your own Odysseyware course 

 30 hour online for creating text sets for our libraries; Maureen Kendrick will be leading 

this (both online and in person) 

 There will be a face to face component to bounce ideas off of each other and to 

help us stay focused and on track 

OR 

 2x during the summer there will be Blended Learning (BL)101 and BL 202  (2 day 

Institutes; you must attend both days) 

 If your school is beginning Blended Learning in the next school year, encourage your 

teachers to sign up 

 If your school is already using it; then encourage teachers to sign up for BL 202 

OR 

 Every Wednesday is Digital Content Day whatever DC your school signed up for, you 

can take up to 30 hours in that 

ADD’L INFO: 

 There will be an option to take some of the other courses offered at another time 

 Meetings will be after summer school hours 

 Budget has not been approved yet, so this is all tentative at this point. 

SUMMER SCHOOL UPDATES: 

 Everyone who applied will be placed at a school 

 If your school is having summer school, in most cases, you will be at your home school 

 Summer school librarians can work up to 6.5 hours per day, BUT you do not have to 

work the extra hours.  You must negotiate it with the building you are in; there is a lot of 

flexibility in how you use the extra hours at the school you are in.   

 Coding Camp at the Latin School this year (Grades 1-3).  If anyone is interested in that, 

let Manami know; it would be the same hours. For the last week (it is ONLY 3 days), 

they will go to the OCPL Makerspace downtown and build robots (1 class per day; 

parents will also be involved). 

 Be prepared that next year, elementary schools may all be offering a coding camp.  



 Working with the iSchool to develop a coding component to their library classes; we are 

bringing graduate students in this summer to help @ the Coding Camp @ the Latin 

School. 

 If anyone is not working summer school, but would be available to sub, please let 

Manami know. (Residency week @ SU: July 18 – 21; librarians that are attending this, 

would need a sub or when a librarian is out sick) 

 Your contracts and the details of your assignment will be emailed to you before summer 

school begins.   

ClassDOJO: 

 This is a free classroom management app that helps teachers encourage students to do 

their best and give them the ability to easily communicate with parents. 

 Maureen G. is presenting today a brief overview of how to get started in bringing this to 

your school. (2 handouts given out) 

 This is becoming immensely popular and if schools are not using it yet, many soon will 

be doing so. (Some schools using this are: Bellevue, Porter, Fowler, HW Smith) 

 You can use your district email to sign up. 

 When setting up an account, you use your school name; it is easy to set up and you will 

find many teachers in your school are already using it. 

 You will be able to train your school in approximately 20 minutes @ a staff meeting. 

 If you are going to do a training @ your school, email Maureen G. and she will send you 

the handouts for the staff 

FOCUSING on A FOCUS (focus on this focus for the rest of this year): 

Choices are: 

1. 2017 – 2018:  Gender schools will be available to our middle-schoolers 

 Make sure we have embedded coding into our 5th grade curriculum for next year 

so that our students can make informed choices on which they want to attend 

 

2. Institute for Learning (IFL - integration unit for 4th grade) work on that unit to further 

expand the text sets and what is the role the librarian can play to really flush this out 

(graphic organizers, activities, books, materials, etc.) 

 

3. Working on Mastery Skills Data 

 Creating Evidence Binder 

 Pre-test/Post-test 

 

4. Creating Text Set 

 

EBSCO DISCOVERY SERVICE PRESENTATION (by Gar Sydnor VP from EBSCO): 

 Our trial subscription will be good until at least the end of this school year 

 

 GOOGLE VS. EBSCO DISCOVERY (ED):  Why is this service better?? Google is great 

at facts and figures but does not give you the context and the story that ED does. 

 



 “Don’t Make Me Think” by Steve Krug (recommended book on how we search for 

information)  

 

 Browsing Strategies: 

 

 One Universal Index (one search box and it searches EVERYTHING!) 

 If it is slow, remember our competition is just one click away 

 Ad blocker will become more popular; pull you in but just give a small piece of 

info unless you pay for it. 

 Every library has access to IMMENSE AMOUNTS of information 

Teach students where the best information is available: 

o Fact checked 

o Timely 

o Expert in the field 

o Well written and accurate 

 

 DISCOVERY has to be USABLE and FAST  

 

 To be useful, they have to anticipate a relevant, aggregated result for even the most 

elementary search by users 

 

 As soon as you start typing letters, we start filling in an auto-complete 

 

 When you type in Broad search:  appreciate just a taste of the results; instead of full 

blown results which can be overwhelming for students.  They provide: “Research 

Starters” which provides citing info also. 

 

 DISCOVERY provides filters to concentrate your search & relevance rankings 

 

 Cloud and Novelist Integration 

 

 EBSCO interface will be mirroring Google to make it more familiar and user-friendly for 

students 

 

 You can expect your database numbers to significantly increase by using this service 

 

 Libraries are about answers… 

 

 All our SCSD databases are together to provide the students with the most information 

 

- The very first hit is usually always a Research Starter which is great for the 

elementary level.  It gives the younger students the information they need. 

 

 You can type 6 or 7 words and get a good result 

 

 You can print reports and they are all in one place 



 

 An index can be created for appropriate reading levels and grades for students 

depending on their age and reading abilities 

 

 The best result is found close to the top of the search  

 

 This allows you to search in one place and not have to keep refining your search or 

starting over with new search terms; much less cumbersome. 

 

 You can import an article PDF into the cloud and save to OneDrive 

 

DATABASE SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

 We are not looking to cut any databases, but we may have to  give up a few less popular 

to purchase EBSCO DISCOVERY for next year 

 To justify some databases price, there needs to be more than 1 librarian/school library 

using it 

 Britannica ImageQuest has been very well received and is considered a valuable 

addition 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


